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THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 



There is no sin so awful as unbelief. It is the 
sin that ruined our First Parents ; for, had they 
taken God at His word, they would not have fallen. 
It is the sin that shut the Israelites out of their Pro- 
mised Land ; for *^ to whom sware he that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them that be- 
lieved not*'? And it is the sin which bars the 
entrance into heaven, and excludes thousands 
from God's happy presence. Unbelief is the great 
condemning sin. Like Aaron's rod, it swallows 
up all other sins. It is the master-sin, which is 
every day swelling the ranks of hell. 

Some believe nothing. They are altogether un- 
believers. They reject the Holy Scriptures. They 
liold, or profess to hold, that there is no heaven of 
bliss, and no hell of misery, hereafter. 

But this is not the kindof unbelief that I am going 
to speak about. There is another kind, which does 
not seem so bad; and yet it is bad enough in God's 
sight to shut us out from His mercy. It is as a 
canker-worm, eating at the very root of all our 
peace, ftnd all our hopes. It is as *' a fly in the 
ointment/' taiDting all our religious feelings. 
Xetnje describe the persons w\io\io\dL\N\\s etxQT* 
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They call themselves Christians; they receive the 
Bible with a certain degree of reverence; and they 
speak of the Saviour as one whom they ought to 
imitate and to love. Can there possibly be unbelief 
in such persons ? Yes, there is; for they refuse to 
"believe one of the most important truths — rather 
I would say, the most important truth — which is 
revealed to us in God's Word : I mean the Divinity 
or Godhead of Christ. And by so doing, they 
in fact " deny the Lord that bought them." 

Are you, my friend, a sceptic of this kind ? If 
so, I am very sure of this — that religion gives you 
no abiding happiness ; the Gospel brings no solid 
peace to your soul. Just as the sun in the heavens 
gives no warmth to the man who draws the cur- 
tains, and shuts out its rays, so Jesus, bright and 
glorious as He is, has no brightness and no glory 
in your eyes. Your heart feels no glow of warmth 
from His presence, so long as you look upon Him 
merely as a creature, as Man instead of God. 

And why is it that you have no comfort ? You 
admire Christ, and even try to imitate Him, it 
may be. You call Him your Saviour too. And 
yet He is no messenger of peace to your soul. 

Why is it, I say ? It is because you are dis- 
honouring Him. You are looking upon Him as 
something less than He really is. You are robbing 
Him of His glory. You are setting a low value 
on God^s best gift. Yo\i " \i^\e^^ xl^V. "vi^^ x^^'cst^ 
that God gave of his Son*'' 
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But you will say ih^t you are looking to Him as 
your Saviour. What ! looking to a man ? Can a 
man's bloody or a man's righteousness^ save you ? 
No, it cost more to redeem a soul. A man's 
righteousness, even if it were perfect, could only 
save himself; it could not save another. A man's 
sacrifice, however costly, could not atone for his 
own sins — much less for yours and mine. No, it 
must be blood of an infinite value — it must be a 
righteousness far above any human righteousness — 
that can serve as a guilty sinner's plea at the bar 
of a holy God. No wonder then that your com- 
fort is small, and that your hope is ** as the spider^s 
web," utterly unable to support you. 

But you are taught, I suppose, that the Divinity 
of Christ is a truth not to be found in Scripture. 
Let us see. 

Does not Scripture declare His Divinity by such 
facts as these — By His miracles (John x. 38) ; by 
His forgiveness of sins (Luke v. 20, 21) ; by His 
knowledge of men's thoughts (Luke vi. 8); by His 
j)romise to send the Holy Ghost (John xv. 26.) 

Again, how many passages there are, which 
distinctly speak of Him as God ; such as Isa. ix. 
6; Zech. xiii. 7; Matt i. 23; John i. 1—3; 
X. 30 ; xiv. 7—10 ; xx. 28 ; Acts xx. 28 ; 
Eom. ix. 5; 1 Cor, viii. 6; xii. 3; Col. i. 
J^j n. 9; 1 Tim. iii. 16; Heb. i. % 3, 8, 10; 
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Let US now pick out two or three from these, 
and give our special attention to them. 

1. In the opening of St. John's Gospel, the 
Apostle speaks of Christ as " the Word ;" and says, 
" In the beginning was the Word ; and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God: the same 
was in the beginning with Grod. All things were 
made by Him; and without Him was not anything 
made that was made." And then, in verse 14, 
he speaks of this great Being becoming man, 
" And the Word was made fleshy and dwelt among 
us." I turn to the Greek, and I find that there 
has been no mistake in the translation. It is as 
clear in one language as in the other. 

The truth then stares us in the face, that Christ, 
*' the Word," not only was ^* with God," but was 
*'God." He is not only spoken of as Mighty, 
but Almighty y for ** all things were made by 
Him." 

2. We will take now another Scripture, which 
speaks just as plainly. St. Paul, in writing to the 
Colossians, says that Christ is " the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature." To 
this you may perhaps agree, strong as it is. But 
he says more in the next verse, " By Him were 
aU things created^ that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible; whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, ox -pTiwcvg^^^^^^t^'^'^^^^N 

all things were created \>^ TX\w\, ^tA ^^"^"^^^ 
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And He is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist." (CoL i. 15, 16, 17.) 

If then you believe the Scripture to speak truly 
— if you are not so far gone in infidelity as to re- 
ject God's own Word — ^you must acknowleflge 
that here is a passage which declares plainly that 
Christ is the Creator; so plainly, that no ex- 
planation can set it aside. He it is who both made 
you, and redeemed you. 

3. A third Scripture shall be Heb. iii., a most 
blessed part of God's Word. In the beginning of 
the chapter, the Apostle bids us " consider "JChrist 
in three poiuts of view — as the great Apostle^ or 
Sent One ; as the great High Priest; and also as 
the great Master-builder. He compares Him with 
Moses, but speaks of Him as far greater even than 
Moses. For Moses, He says, was only a servant 
in the household of God; but Christ was the 
Builder of God^s house, and His very Son, And 
He adds, " He that made all things is Gorf." Is 
not this clear enough, and convincing enough, if 
we do not wilfully draw the curtain, and so hide 
the light, the precious light, from our souls ? 

And then having spoken of Christ as no other 

than God, St. Paul utters this solemn caution — 

" Take heed, therefore, lest there be in any of you 

an evil heart of unbeliefs in departing from the 

Jiving God. " Ah, well might he give tiiU c^Mtvon •, 

^or with such a truth before us, anai V)ti?vt. \?t\3L\)[v 
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rejected, we are worse off, far worse, than if it had 
never been declared to ns. 

My dear Header, let me caution you. I would 
do so with all tenderness and affection, for I love 
your soul. Put not away this great vital truth 
from you ; for of this I am sure, that you can have 
no comfort — you can feel no *' joy and peace in 
believing*' — so long as you are robbing your 
Lord of His proper glory. His miracles are 
nothing in your eyes; you explain them away. 
His words want power ; you account them as the 
words of Man, and not the words of Ood, And 
His Atonement too. His sacrifice for sin, His Death 
on the cross, loses all its force and value; since you 
believe Him to be only a suffering many instead of 
Croc? suffering in our nature. 

Look at Jesus as God's equal, as ^^ the man that 
is his fellow;*' and oh how great and glorious a 
Saviour is He I Then only can your soul be 
satisfied ; fop it needs this, and nothing less will 
give it peace. Then will you be able to say, 

** San of my sotd, thou Sayiour dear, 
It is not night, if thou art near. 
Oh let no earthbom cloud arise 
To hide thee from thy servant's eyes." 

But, it may be, you have a secret feeling of 
sorrow that you cannot believe; and you almost 
envy those who can. Your faitJi ^a ^^ ^VKi!^^^ 
£ower that cannot blow. TSo, ^o\i ^^ox^^X.'^^^^^^- 
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You cannot rest jronr bouI undoubtlngly on Chriat. 
You see others trusting Him, and enjoying a 
humble assurance of salvation; but something 
checks you, so that you cannot unreservedly throw 
yourself at His feet. You cannot lean your whple 
weight on His strong arm. What hinders? What 
is the impediment ^ • It is your unbelief. 

Do you ask thenj what is to be done ? Shall I 
leave you in your sadness? Shall I tell you that 
your case is hopeless ? Oh no ; it is not hopeless. 
I entreat you to kneel down at this very moment, 
and cry earnestly to God. Ask Him to purge out 
your unbelief, and give you the-^faith you so nrach 
need. It is a gift from bbaven. You have it not 
by nature. It mu^jjl^g planted in your heart by 
God Himself. It is declared in His Word, that 
" no man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost.'* But it is also promised for your 
encouragement, that ** your heavenly Father will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him^^ 

Then pray. Pray earnestly. Pray usiceasingly. 
God is as willing to give, as you are to ask. He 
will grant you the precious gift of a trusting, 
adoring, loving faith. 
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Do we believe that there is a God above us, 
and an Eternity before us? Then the greatest of 
all questions that we can ask is, '^ How can a man 
be accepted ? " 

Suppose for a.momeiit that I were a Jew, living 
in the days of Moses. Now, if my conscience 
spoke rightly, it would tell me that I had broken 
the law of God — that I had offended Him not in 
one point, but in many. How then could I obtain 
forgiveness ? How could I, a guilty one, be par- 
doned and accepted by iQ*od, the holy' One ? How 
could I, a sinful child, get right with my heavenly 
Father, whom I had so greatly wronged ? 

I should be told that I must approach God with 
a Sacrifice — that the blood of a spotless lamb, or a 
goat, or a heifer, must be shed, for that without 
it there could be no remission. I should bring my 
sacrifice into the Tabernacle, and the Priest would 
offer it. I should feel that this was God's ordi- 
nance. His appointed way of accepting a sinner. 
It would be a great mystery to me ; but I should 
/fe con ten tj since Qod had commanded it. 
And then, when the great yearly ¥eas\. oi kVsti^- 
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meoit came rounds in the month Tizri^ I should go 
with the congregation to the House of God. And 
whilst the High Priest entered into the Holy Place, 
first offering up sacrifices for himself, and then for 
the People, I should wait with my Brethren in the 
outer court, full of hope that his prayers for me, and 
lus sacrifice for me, would be accepted. I should 
look up with a humble assurance that all was welL 
I should feel that God was looking favourably upon 
me, and was ready to say, ^* Thy sins be forgiven 
thee: go in peace." 

Such would be the feelings of a penitent and 
beliering Jew. But would he know what this 
ceremony meant ? Possibly a glimmering of light 
might break in upon him ; and he might have 
some little idea that these animal sacrifices pointed 
to some greater atonement yet to be offered — a 
Sacrifice that would " speak better things " than 
any that the High Priest could offer. He might, or 
he might not, have some slight notion of a coming 
Saviour. And yet, if he brought his sacrifice in a 
humble, trusting spirit, God would accept it, even 
though the offerer might have no very clear know- 
ledge of what it meant. 

Thank God, a fuller light has broken upon tcs. 
As Christians, we know that the Jewish sacrifices 
were types, or figures, of the great Sacrifice on the 
Cross. Jesus, the Son of God, when He came 
upon earth to save a guWty ^oi\&l^ e^xc^a \Rv>2ife •^sa^ 
trae Lamh, the real Sacri&ce, \)ci^ ^^^^ fex^sKONR^ 



4 THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST. 

Therefore when John, His Forerunner, pointed 
Him out to his disciples, he exclaimed, " Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world." 

The Sacrifice of Christ ! My Reader, does not 
jour conscience tell you that you need this ? Is 
not the whole Jewish Law a mystery without it? 
' The blood of bulls and of goats could not take 
away sin. It could have no value in itself. But 
the Death upon the Cross unravels all the mystery, 
and makes plain those Jewish ceremonies, which 
would otherwise have had no meaning at all. 

If our Lord had come into the world merely as 
The Righteous One, to set us an example — if He 
had merely come to show us by His life how to 
live, and by His sufferings how to suffer — if this 
had been all. He would have been no Saviour. Our 
bleeding hearts would still have bled. Our sin- 
burdened consciences would still have carried 
their accursed load. If we had been told to look 
to Him merely as a pattern of holiness and of meek 
endurance, oh this would have given us but little 
relief — we should still have needed a Sin-bearer, 
an Atoner. But blessed be God, we have this 
in the Crucified One. The Saviour on the Cross 
meets all our want. There is an infinite value in 
the blood of Jesus ; for He is the Son of God ; and ' 
His blood therefore " cleanseth from all sin." 
Ja your thoughtful moments does not your 
^eart sometimes condemn you? Does noX. >jo\jlti 
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conscience testify against you? I know it does. 
There is something within which whispers, " Thou 
art guilty. Sin separates thee from God." It was 
so with the Jew ; and therefore he hastened to the 
steps of the altar with his sacrifice. It is so with 
the Heathen ; and therefore we find him in his igno- 
rance offering up some sort of atonement to his 
god. And so it is with the Christian. When the 
Holy Spirit comes into his heart with a living 
power — when his soul is awakened, and he is led 
to cry out. What must I do to be saved ? Whither 
shall I turn? In what fountain can I wash my 
guilty soul? — then he finds in the Bible what he 
is longing for. He reads there of One, who was 
" wounded for our transgressions " — One, on whom 
*^ the Lord hath laid the iniquity of us all " — One, 
who died ** the just for the unjust, to bring us to 
God " — One, who " entered not into the holy 
placed made with hands, but into heaven itself^ 
now to appear in the presence of God for us " — 
One who does not " offer Himself often, as the 
High Priest entereth into the holy place every 
year with the blood of others ; but now once in 
the end of the world He appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself." 

Thus then the Word of God proclaims Christ 
to us, as the Great " Propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world." 

Bat I must caution you a^^Mi-sX. ^^ ^"^^^"^ ^'^^ 
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which some persons fell. They seem to imagine 
that God the Father is full of anger towards His 
sinful creatures, but that Christ the Son has 
stepped in between Him and the sinner, and has 
purchased mercy at the cost of His own blood. 
But is this the case ? Do we find it so stated in 
the New Testament ? Surely riot. We are there 
told that " God inlove " — the very essence of love. 
Whilst He hates and abhors sin, He still laves the 
sinner. Like the Father in the Parable, He yearns 
over His erring child ; and when He is yet a great 
way off. He goes forth to meet him. 

Yes, it was our loving Father, who took ^ first 
step of mercy. *' God so loved the world (guilty 
as it was) that He gave his only-begotten Son.'* 
*' Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us, and gave His Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins." It was not, you see, because 
Jesus hledy that the Father loved us ; but it was 
because He Himself loved iM, that He provided the 
costly remedy, and gave His beloved Son. He 
was *^ in Christ reconciling the world unto himself." 

And now, my Friend, do you long for pardon, 
acceptance, peace, salvation? Then go to this 
Sacrifice, this bleeding Lamb, this Saviour. It is 
not believing the mere doctrine that will save you. 
It is not having the truth written ever so clearly 
apon your understanding. You must ^yowrself apply 
^o Christ for this salvation. Youma«t\ook.\.o^axaA 



THE fiACHIFIOE OP CHRIST. 7 

TTim with the eye of fidth. You must draw near 
to Him in earnest prayer. He is in heaven^ but 
He can hear you. He is no longer a Sufferer^ but 
He remembers His wounds; and He will remem- 
ber them^ so lox^ its there is one penitent to be 
healed by tliem. 

But there are some who will read this Tract 
widiout any penitence^ and without any faith. Is 
it 80 with you ? Possibly it may be. Oh then ask 
Giod at this very moment^ to touch your hearty and 
make it feel. Ask Him to give you the Holy 
Spirit^ who can alone convince you of your need^ 
and take of the things of Christy and show them to 
you. Ask Him to paifdon, and to root out, your 
unbelief; that so you may come weary and heavy 
laden to your Saviour, and find rest. 

Before you put away this Tract, kneel down, I 
beseech you, and say, ^' O my God, pity my cold- 
ness, dulness, and hardness of heart. Make me to 
feel that I do indeed need a Saviour. Show me my 
exceeding guilt, and then lead me to the Fountain 
* opened for sin and for uncleanness.' Give me 
no rest till I have found it in Christ." 

Lastly, Do you wish to love your Saviour ? Then 
think of Him on the Cross bleeding for you. Think 
of Him paying the debt, which you could never 
pay. Think of His great love, which made Him 
taste death for you. And csca ^o\5x\l<^"«x\. ^^^^"t^- 
main hard and ungrateMI 0\l ^^V ^orow^oisi^i^^ 
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able to say, " I love Him, because He first loved 
me '* ! And if this love has indeed possession of 
your soul, how willingly will you give yourself to 
Him, who so willingly gave Himself for you! 
How earnestly will you desire no longer to live 
unto yourself, but unto Him! To do His will 
will be the very prayer of your heart. 

Keader, farewell. Do not lightly reject a Bro- 
ther's words. Do not turn away from one who earn- 
estly desires to save your soul. We shall probably 
never see one another on earth. But we shall 
stand together before the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
May we also meet in God's happy presence, washed 
in the blood of the Lamb, and clothed in His per- 
fect righteousness ! And casting our crowns before 
the Throne, may we join in the song of the Re- 
deemed, ''Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory^ and blessing " ! 
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